
 

 
 

TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE 

Community Information Session  
1 December 2022 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 Events & Activities 

 What are the events and activities that the Shire has planned for the TSE? 

The Shire has multiple events and activities planned throughout the week to showcase Carnarvon’s 

unique surrounds, culture, and history. Most prominently, the Shire is organising a street festival to take 

place on Robinson Street on Thursday April 20, featuring live music performances, food trucks, market 

stalls, and more. Elsewhere throughout the week, the Carnarvon Library & Art Gallery will be launching 

an astrophotography exhibit by Dr. John Goldsmith on Friday April 14, while the Shire is also working 

to coordinate its usual school holiday activities to enhance the eclipse programming. 

 Are there any other events and activities taking place that are not being directly organised by 

the Shire? 

Both the Carnarvon Space and Technology Museum and the Gwoonwardu Mia Gascoyne Aboriginal 

Heritage and Cultural Centre are planning events and activities for residents and visitors to enjoy in 

the dates surrounding the eclipse. On Monday April 17, the Carnarvon Space and Technology Museum 

is holding a ‘Night at the Museum’ stargazing event hosted by Astrotourism WA. The Gwoonwardu Mia 

Gascoyne Aboriginal Heritage and Cultural Centre also has a wide range of activities and events 

planned for week prior and post the Eclipse that includes Yarning Circles, Aboriginal Night Sky stories, 

Bush Tucker evenings, outdoor movie nights, Aboriginal performance/workshops, the Beyond the Milky 

Way virtual reality experience, Cultural walk tours and more. 

 What is the purpose of these events and who are they intended for? 

The primary purpose of the Shire’s events is to take advantage of the opportunity presented to the 

community via the influx of visitors to the region for the TSE. By providing entertainment and amenity to 

the community and visitors to the region, the Shire will activate the town, showcasing what we have to 

offer and boost economic activity and return visits. 

 Why should my business or community organisation get involved? 

The TSE is a once in a lifetime opportunity for the entire community to showcase what makes Carnarvon 

great. By getting your business or community organisation involved in the week’s events and activities, 

not only are you helping foster a livelier town environment for visitors, but you are also ensuring that 

your business or community organisation is maximising its visibility, trading and/or fundraising 

potential. 

 How can my business or community organisation get involved? 

If you would like for your business or community organisation to be involved in the week’s events and 

activities, please get in contact with Michelle Goff at the Shire of Carnarvon (08) 9941 0021 

goff.m@carnarvon.wa.gov.au. 

 What funding is available, and what are the requirements or restrictions? 

Two rounds of funding will become available from 1 January 2023 with opportunities for businesses 

and community groups. 
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 Community Groups are encouraged to apply for funding through the Shire’s Community 

Growth Fund (CGF). Designed to demonstrate the Council’s commitment to supporting 

communities in the region, these grants provide financial assistance for projects to encourage 

participation and build community capacity. 

 Businesses are encouraged to apply for funding through the Gascoyne Development 

Commission sponsored, TSE Small Business Participation Grants. Designed to support businesses 

to take advantage of increased visitors to the region, financial assistance of up to $1000 will 

be available for projects which will build business resilience, diversify products and services to 

meet demand during the TSE and promote the region. 

 Logistics & Infrastructure 

 How many visitors are expected to be coming to Carnarvon and Coral Bay during the TSE? 

The TSE aligns with the April 2023 school holidays which is traditionally the beginning of our region’s 

high season. Whilst neither Coral Bay nor Carnarvon is in the path of totality (premier eclipse viewing 

location), we are still expecting to see increases in visitors during this period. All accommodation in 

Coral Bay is booked for this period, equating to 3200 people. Carnarvon has also seen an uptick in 

accommodation bookings and there is limited accommodation available between the 18 – 21 April. 

Currently there is plenty of campsites available. 

 How does the Shire plan to safely handle this influx of visitors to the Gascoyne region? 

The Shire of Carnarvon has engaged in extensive consultation with numerous agencies and 

stakeholders to ensure that the Gascoyne region is well equipped to handle the large quantity of 

visitors to the area. 

 Does the Shire have enough power, water and sanitation to accommodate the influx of 

visitors to the region during the TSE? 

Carnarvon and Coral Bay are well resourced to manage the expected number of people in both 

towns. Coral Bay town site will be restricted to traffic due to concerns around supply continuity. This will 

still allow visitors pedestrian access while alleviating some of the impact on essential services. 

 What upgrades are taking place to the region’s infrastructure in preparation for the TSE? 

There are a range of infrastructure projects currently planned throughout the region to be completed 

prior to the TSE in April 2023. In Coral Bay, these projects include upgrades to the Coral Bay ablution 

block, the formalisation of a carpark on Robinson Street, the installation of an additional water fill 

point at Sanctuary Drive, and the creation of a carpark for day trippers external to the townsite to 

assist with traffic congestion. In Carnarvon, these projects include refurbishments to the exterior of the 

Civic Centre, upgrades to the Civic Centre and Town Beach ablutions, rejuvenation of the Town Beach 

playground, the creation of a new swimming pontoon, and the installation of additional water fill 

points and dump points dispersed across town to mitigate traffic congestion. 

The Shire has received a significant amount of funding support from the Department of Jobs, Tourism, 

Science and Innovation to complete these projects before the TSE. 

 Is there any fixed accommodation left in Carnarvon or Coral Bay? 

There is limited accommodation available in Carnarvon and no accommodation available in Coral Bay 

between 18 – 21 April. Carnarvon has plenty of availability for visitors who wish to camp. 

 Are our emergency services and hospital ready to respond in the case of an emergency? 

The Department of Health and the Department of Emergency Services have been working closely with 

lead agency JTSI to ensure that there is sufficient coverage from emergency services and access to  



 

 
 

health care during the TSE. Planning for the influx of visitors to a very remote region is complex and 

ongoing, however, the community can be reassured that all scenarios have been considered and 

contingencies put in place to ensure safety is prioritised. 

 What are the Shire’s plans for overflow camping? 

Overflow camping will be available at the Town Oval in the event that all commercial campsites are 

full. 

 What do I need to do so that my business is adequately prepared for the influx of visitors 

coming for the TSE? 

It is critical that businesses begin planning for the TSE as soon as possible to ensure that they have 

sufficient stock and staff to continue trading throughout the period of increased traffic to the region.  

 How will the street festival impact vehicle traffic around Robinson Street and Olivia Terrace? 

The Shire intends for the Robinson Street festival on April 20 to have a minimal impact on vehicle 

traffic within the town. While both lanes of traffic on Robinson Street will be closed between Olivia 

Terrace and Camel Lane on the day of the festival, the north-east bound lane will also be closed on 

April 19 and 21 to allow for the construction and disassembly of the stage. 

 What will be the impacts of the Shire’s roadworks on Robinson Street throughout the eclipse? 

The Shire is aware of the concerns raised by some community members regarding the planned 

roadworks on Robinson Street and will ensure that they will not overlap with the April 2023 TSE. 

 What will be the impacts of the Jamba Nyinayi Festival at Cardabia Station on Coral Bay?  

The Jamba Nyinayi Festival provides a unique opportunity for visitors and the community of Coral Bay 

to participate in a cultural tourism experience. Tickets will be available to visitors staying in Coral Bay. 

Festival organisers are expected to plan for a standalone event which must take into consideration first 

aid, rubbish removal, and catering. It is not expected to adversely impact Coral Bay. 

 General 

 What day is the solar eclipse itself taking place? 

The solar eclipse itself will take place at roughly 11:27am on Thursday 20 April 2023.  

 Why is the TSE important? 

The TSE in Australia’s north-west is a once in a lifetime opportunity for the Gascoyne region. Tens of 

thousands of visitors are set to descend on Australia’s north-west, as Exmouth is one of the only places 

on land that will witness a total solar eclipse.  

 Is it safe to look at a solar eclipse? 

It is not safe to look directly at the sun at any point during the solar eclipse in Carnarvon or Coral Bay 

without the appropriate eye protection. The Shire will be providing free glasses to all school aged 

children and selling glasses for visitors and residents to wear that will ensure their safety throughout 

the eclipse. 

 Who can I contact if I have further queries or concerns? 

All enquiries and concerns can be directed to Harriet Murphy at the Shire of Carnarvon via phone at 

(08) 9941 0021 or e-mail at murphy.h@carnarvon.wa.gov.au. 
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